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TOWN OF CAMBRIDGE — INQUIRY 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [12.11 pm]: I rise today to inform 
the chamber that I have issued the Town of Cambridge with a show cause notice. As members know, the McGowan 
government is committed to ensuring that local governments provide the standard of governance expected and 
deserved by their communities. 

The SPEAKER: Can you speak a bit louder please, minister? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: In April 2018, the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries 
commenced and authorised an inquiry into the town in accordance with section 8.3(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1995. The inquiry, which is still ongoing, has been investigating whether the town, council and administration 
are functioning in the best interests of their ratepayers. The department attempted to conclude this inquiry in 
late 2019. However, due to a lack of cooperation from the town, it could not be finalised. 

Yesterday, I met with and issued to the council a show cause notice in response to a number of serious matters 
identified by the inquiry that due to their seriousness could not wait until the inquiry is finalised. They are the council’s 
suspected failure to ensure that council members have an understanding of and observe their respective roles such 
that the town’s employees rather than council members undertake administrative and operational functions; the 
council’s suspected failure to ensure that the working environment and relationship between council, the CEO and 
employees of the town enables the CEO and employees to carry out their functions without inappropriate interference 
by councillors; and the council’s suspected failure to ensure that the workplace culture at the town is free from 
intimidation of employees and undue pressure on employees. 

The council has 21 days to convince me that it should not be suspended for six months and be required to undertake 
targeted governance training. It is disappointing when the level of dysfunction within a council requires intervention 
by the minister. These are powers that I do not enjoy using. Being an elected member of a community is a privilege 
and the best interests of the community should be foremost in the minds of elected members when making decisions 
on behalf of their community. I anticipate updating the house about the Town of Cambridge in due course. 
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